
BAS in 2-3

Administering, Scoring, and Analyzing the Benchmark 
Assessment System



Agenda & Objectives

Welcome & Introductions (5 min)
Purpose & Components (10 min)

Administration Protocol & Practice (45 min)
Scoring & Practice (45 min)

BREAK (15 min)
ANalysis & Practice (45 min)

Questions or Concerns (15 min)

September 19, 2017 8-11a & 12-3p



Purpose & 
Components



Purpose of Benchmark assessment System
● Measures how well students read and understand fiction 

and nonfiction in authentic reading environment (oral 
reading fluency, comprehension);

● Gain insight into reading behaviors and 
engagement/motivation;

● Monitors student growth and development on a variety of 
crucial skills and strategies that successful readers 
utilize; and

● Helps teachers diagnose student needs, determine 
independent reading level, and plan for timely 
instruction (miscue analysis).



BAS, 3rd Edition, System 1  Components
▪Grades K-2, Levels A-N                                                                                         
▪ 28 Books (14 Fiction & 14 Nonfiction)              
▪ Assessment Guide 1 & Assessment Forms Book      
▪ Student Forms Book 
▪ One-Year Subscription to Online Data Management 

System
▪Professional Development Videos

▪The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum                                

▪30 Student Folders                                                                                     
▪F & P Calculator/Stopwatch              

▪Online Resources                    



BAS, 3rd Edition, System 2 Components
▪Grades 3-8, Levels L-Z                                                                                         
▪ 30 Books (15 Fiction & 15 Nonfiction)              
▪ Assessment Guide 2 & Assessment Forms Book      
▪ Student Forms Book 
▪ One-Year Subscription to Online Data Management 

System
▪Professional Development Videos

▪The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum                                

▪30 Student Folders                                                                                     
▪F & P Calculator/Stopwatch              

▪Online Resources                    



Reading Stages & Performance Levels
Early Emergent Readers (Levels A-D)

Emergent Readers (Levels E-F)

Developing Readers (Levels G-M)

Early Independent Readers (Levels N-P)

Developing Independent Readers (Q-S)

Independent Readers (T-Z)



K Recommended Benchmarks & Indicators
Levels A-D (Early Emergent)

● Simple factual texts, animal 
fantasy and realistic fiction

● Picture books with supportive 
illustrations

● One to five lines of text on 
each page

● Familiar, easy content and 
vocabulary

● Repeating language patterns
● Some inclusion of dialogue, 

contractions, possessives, and 
interesting punctuation

● Short, predictable sentences



1st & 2nd Grade Recommended Benchmarks & Indicators
Levels G-M (Developing)

● Underlying organizational 
structures

● Some technical content that is 
challenging and unknown

● Multisyllabic words that are 
challenging to take apart or 
decode

● New vocabulary in fiction texts
● Some chapter books

Levels E-F (Emergent)

● Simple texts of different 
genres

● Some texts with sequential 
information

● Familiar content that extends 
beyond home, neighborhood, and 
school

● Some longer sentences
● Many words with easy, 

predictable spelling patterns 
and some with inflectional 
endings

● Most concepts supported by 
pictures



3rd Grade Recommended Benchmarks & Indicators
Levels N-P (Early Independent)

● Variety of genres and genre 
combinations with topics well 
beyond personal experience

● Themes with new perspectives
● Multiple characters to know and 

understand
● Many complex content-specific 

words 
● More difficult layout of 

informational and some fiction 
texts with denser format



Approximate Start Level Based on Grade-Level Performance
Grade Reading 

Performance
Time of Year BAS Starting 

Level
Beg Mid End

2nd Grade Below Level X H

Below Level X I

Below Level X J

On Level X I

On Level X K

On Level X M

Above Level X J

Above Level X L

Above Level X N



Where to Start 
Word Test

This quick assessment will 
give you a broad notion of 
the level at which to begin 

Benchmark Assessment.

If the child reads 16 to 20 
words on a list correctly, 
then go to the next level.  
If a child reads less than 
16 words correctly, then 
stop and begin the text 

reading at the appropriate 
level shown on the chart 

below.



Administration 
Protocol 



Assessment Components
*BAS takes approximately 20-30 minutes for earliest levels and 
30-40 minutes for upper levels.

1. Oral Reading
2. Comprehension Conversation
3. Optional Writing About Reading
4. Teacher Analysis



Fountas & Pinnell 
Text Level Gradient

*BAS Early Literacy Assessments Administered to any 
Kindergartener Pre-A
*DIBELS is administered within the first 30 days of 
school (9/5/17 - 10/14/17)
*BAS is administered to any student whose DCS is 
Below or Well Below Benchmark  during Week of 
10/16/17.



Preparing for a 
Benchmark 
Assessment

● Get started as soon as 
screeners are 
completed;

● Use reading block time, 
completing 2-3 
assessments per day; 
and

● Utilize school support 
and find a quiet corner 
of the classroom to 
work.



Preparing for a 
Benchmark 
Assessment 
Continued

● Put materials in order 
and have the following 
easily accessible:

○ benchmark books;
○ multiple copies of 

recording forms;
○ assessment summary forms;
○ calculator/stopwatch;
○ Assessment at a Glance 

chart;
○ Coding and Scoring at a 

Glance Chart; and
○ Writing implements.



Coding and Scoring Errors at-a-Glance



Coding and Scoring Errors at-a-Glance



Coding and Scoring Errors at-a-Glance



Coding and Scoring Errors at-a-Glance



Administration Protocol
1. Record student information on the 

Recording Form.

2. Read the title and the introduction to the 
student.

3. Start the timer.

4. Have the student start reading orally.

5. Code the reading behavior on the form.

6. Stop the timer and record time on the form.

7. Record number of running words, errors, 
and self-corrections.

8. Make brief notes about fluency and/or 
circle a fluency rating.

9.  Have a conversation with the student about 
the text.  Use prompts as needed and score 
each area.

10.  Record scores.

11. Repeat the process until you have 
determined independent, instructional, and 
hard text level.

12. Record the results on the Assessment 
Summary Form.



Administration 
Practice



Level F



Level F 
Continued



Level I



Level I
Continued



BAS Phonics, Word 
analysis, and 

Vocabulary 
Assessments

● Letter Recognition
● Early Literacy 

Behaviors
● Reading HFW
● Phonological Awareness: 

Initial Sounds, 
Blending & Segmenting 
Words, Rhyming

● Word Writing
● Writing Picture Names



BAS Phonics, Word 
analysis, and 

Vocabulary 
Assessments

● Phonograms, Consonant 
Blends, Vowel Clusters, 
Suffixes, Compound Words, 
1- and 2- Syllable Words, 
Syllables in Longer Words

● Grades 1-3 Word Features 
Test

● Concept Words - Number & 
Color, Isolation & 
Sentences

● Synonyms, Antonyms, & 
Homophones 1 & 2

● Vocabulary in Context



Administration 
Practice



Scoring Protocol 



Accuracy
1) Total the errors and self-corrections in 

each line of text separately.
a) Self-corrections are not errors.

2) Circle the relevant accuracy on the 
Accuracy Rate Bar.
a) If the child is reading below 90% 

(Levels A-K) or 95% (Levels L-N), 
decide whether or not to continue 
with comprehension conversation

Special Cases for Assessing Accuracy
● If the child skips a full page of print, intervene and tell 

him to read the page.  Do not count this as an error.

● If the child inserts many words, you could have more errors 
than the running words on a page.  In this case, score the 
page as having the same number of errors as words on the 
page.

● Occasionally, a child will begin to ‘invent’ text.  If this 
happens, write inventing at the top of the sheet and stop the 
assessment.  

● When a reader is processing the text satisfactorily but gets 
mixed up and loses her place, just ask her to start over at a 
good starting point and begin your coding again.  Do not 
count this as an error.



Fluency and Comprehension Scoring Key



Finding Independent, Instructional, and Hard Texts



SCORING Practice



Teacher Analysis



Cueing Systems

MS

V



Benchmark assessment Summary Form



Analysis Practice



Continuum for 
Literacy Learning

Fountas and Pinnell

https://readyreadingresources.wikispaces.com/F+%26+P+Continuums


Questions or 
Concerns?



Emily Caylor
(989)673-2144 Ext 30550
Ecaylor@tuscolaisd.org
@TISDLiteracy

mailto:Ecaylor@tuscolaisd.org

